GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
the Duchess Anne to King Charles VTII in 1491.
Almost simultaneously Spain was consolidated when
the combined forces of the two 'Catholic kings,'
Ferdinand of Aragon and his wife Isabella of Castile,
conquered the last remnant of the Moorish Caliphate,
Granada, in 1492.
Germany had inevitably been  affected by this
trend towards unification, centralisation, nationhood.
Several of her late mediaeval emperors had en-
deavoured to reduce to discipline and order the
chaotic mass of petty principalities of which they
were titular heads.   In particular, the Luxemburger,
Charles IV  (1346-78),  had  tried  to  convert the
imperial office into a monarchy nominally elective
but really hereditary in his House.    His famous
* Golden Bull/ however, in attempting to frame a
constitution, had merely (as Lord Bryce remarked)
6 legalised anarchy.'   His son, the volatile Sigismund
(1410-37), had with equal unsuccess tried to re-
constitute Germany as a federation.   His successor,
the Hapsburg Albert (1438-40), and the long line
of Hapsburg emperors who followed him, almost
abandoned the attempt, and devoted all their energies
and skill to the task of aggrandising their family.
In this task they succeeded to perfection, mainly by
the process of politic marriages:
Alii bella gerant, tu felix Austria nube.
Their success, however, was not to the interest of
82